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This tutorial shows how you can set up a Linux Mint 7 (Gloria) desktop that is a full-fledged
replacement for a Windows desktop, i.e. that has all the software that people need to do the things
they do on their Windows desktops. The advantages are clear: you get a secure system without
DRM restrictions that works even on old hardware, and the best thing is: all software comes free of
charge. Linux Mint 7 is a Linux distribution based on Ubuntu 9.04 that has lots of packages in its
repositories (like multimedia codecs, Adobe Flash, Adobe Reader, Skype, Google Earth, etc.) that
are relatively hard to install on other distributions; it therefore provides a user-friendly desktop
experience even for Linux newbies.

I want to say first that this is not the only way of setting up such a system. There are many ways of
achieving this goal but this is the way I take. I do not issue any guarantee that this will work for
you!

1 Preliminary Note

To fully replace a Windows desktop, I want the Linux Mint 7 desktop to have the following
software installed:

Graphics:

* The GIMP - free software replacement for Adobe Photoshop
* F-Spot - full-featured personal photo management application for the GNOME desktop
* Google Picasa - application for organizing and editing digital photos

Internet:

* Firefox

* Opera

* Flash Player 10

» FileZilla - multithreaded FTP client

* Thunderbird - email and news client

* Evolution - combines e-mail, calendar, address book, and task list management functions
* aMule - P2P file sharing application

* Transmission BitTorrent Client - Bittorrent client
* Azureus/Vuze - Java Bittorrent client

* Pidgin - multi-platform instant messaging client
* Skype

* Google Earth

* Xchat IRC - IRC client

Office:

* OpenOffice Writer - replacement for Microsoft Word
* OpenOffice Calc - replacement for Microsoft Excel


http://www.linuxmint.com/

* Adobe Reader
* GnuCash - double-entry book-keeping personal finance system, similar to Quicken
* Scribus - open source desktop publishing (DTP) application

Sound & Video:

* Amarok - audio player
* Audacity - free, open source, cross platform digital audio editor

* Banshee - audio player, can encode/decode various formats and synchronize music with
Apple iPods

* MPlayer - media player (video/audio), supports WMA

* Rhythmbox Music Player - audio player, similar to Apple's iTunes, with support for iPods

» gtkPod - software similar to Apple's iTunes, supports iPod, iPod nano, iPod shuffle, iPod
photo, and iPod mini

* XMMS - audio player similar to Winamp

* dvd::rip - full featured DVD copy program

* Kino - free digital video editor

* Sound Juicer CD Extractor - CD ripping tool, supports various audio codecs

* VLC Media Player - media player (video/audio)

* Helix Player - media player, similar to the Real Player

* Totem - media player (video/audio)

* Xine - media player, supports various formats, can play DVDs

* Brasero - CD/DVD burning program

* K3B - CD/DVD burning program

* Multimedia Codecs

Programming:

» KompoZer - WYSIWYG HTML editor, similar to Macromedia Dreamweaver, but not as
feature-rich (yet)

* Bluefish - text editor, suitable for many programming and markup languages

* Quanta Plus - web development environment, including a WYSIWYG editor

Other:

* VirtualBox - lets you run your old Windows desktop as a virtual machine under your Linux
desktop, so you don't have to entirely abandon Windows

* TrueType fonts

* Java

* Read-/Write support for NTFS partitions

All desired applications are available in the Linux Mint repositories.

As you might have noticed, a few applications are redundant, for example there are two CD/DVD
burning applications in my list (Brasero, K3B). If you know which one you like best, you obviously
don't need to install the other applications, however if you like choice, then of course you can install
both. The same goes for music players like Amarok, Banshee, Rhythmbox, XMMS or browsers
(Firefox, Opera).

I will use the username falko in this tutorial. Please replace it with your own username.



2 Installing The Base System

The installation of the base system is easy as 1-2-3 because the Linux Mint installer doesn't offer a
lot of options to choose from, so you cannot go wrong.

Download the Linux Mint 7 iso image from http://www.linuxmint.com/download.php, burn it onto
a CD, and boot your computer from it:
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The system boots and starts a desktop that is run entirely in the RAM of your system (the Linux
Mint installation CD is also a Live-CD) without changing anything on your hard disk. This has the
advantage that you can test how Linux Mint works on your hardware before you finally install it.
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This is how the Linux Mint desktop looks. Double-click the Install icon on the desktop to start the
installation to the hard drive:

Computer

mint's Home

BrewBEm T ER Thu May 28, 11:31 AM o

The installer starts. First, select your language:
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Step 1 of 7

enu [ = Einstall

Region: | Europe

| | oo

Welcome

| Ready to install? Once you answer a few questions, the

centents of the live CD can be installed on this computer
50 you can run the system at full speed and without the

Answering the questions should only take a few minutes.

Please choose the language used for the installation
process., This language will be the default language for the
final system.

If you have Intemet access, read the release

notes for information on problems that may

affect you.

Install

= Forward

Step 2 of 7

B install

Change the keyboard layout, if necessary:
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W Keyboard layout
Which layout is most similar to your keyboard?
) Suggested option: USA
» Choose your own:

GErTrany

France :- ] Ke
Georgia | Germany -
!

Germany -
Germany -

Greece

You can type into this box to test your new keyboard layout.

Dead acute

Dead grave acute
Dwvorak

Eliminate dead keys

| @ouit || <=Back || % Forward

! Menu n = "B Install

Now we come to the partitioning of our hard disk. Usually Use the entire disk is a good choice,
unless you need custom partitions and know what you're doing. Use the entire disk will create one

big / partition for us:

Where do you want to put Linux_Mint_Main 77
(@ Use the entire disk

SCSI3 (0,0,0) (sda) - 32.2 GB VMware, VMware Virtual S

&
() Specify partitions manually (advanced)

B Uinux_Mint_Main 7

! Menu n = B install

Type in your real name, your desired username along with a password, and click on Forward:
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Who are you?

] What is your name?

[Falku Timme

What name do you want to use to log in?
[Falkd] |

i mare than one person will use this computer. you can et up muliple accounts after nstallation.

Choose a password to keep your account safe.

‘seceeses| eesssces|

Enter the same password twice, so that it can be checked for typing errors. A good password will contain a
mixture aof letters, pnumbears and punctuation, should be at least ajight characters lang, and should be changsad at
regular intervals,

What is the name of this computer?
lralkn-l:lesktup

Step 5 of 7

! Menu n = "B Install

The next screen shows us a summary of the installation settings. Click on Install to start the
installation:

Ready to install

 vour new operating system will now be installed with the following settings:

Language: English
Keyboard layout: Germany
Name: Falko Timme

Login name: falko
Location: Europe/Berdin
Migration Assistant:

If you continue, the changes listed below will be written to the disks.
Otherwise, you will be able to make further changes manually.

WARMNING: This will destray all data on any partitions yvou have removed as
 well as on the partitions that are going to be formatied,

-

_Advanced...

| @ouit || 4Back || = nstall

W venu B = EREEI

The Linux Mint system is being installed. This can take a few minutes, so be patient:
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Installing system
Installing system

Copying files...

Installation Complete

Installation has finished. You can continue testing Linux
Mint now, but until you restart the computer, any
changes you make or documents you save will not be
presanved.

| Continue Testing | | Restart Now

E veru [ = B installation Complete

The Live-CD desktop shuts down. At the end, the Linux Mint CD is ejected. Remove it from the
CD drive and hit the <ENTER> key to boot into your new Linux Mint desktop:
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remiove the disc, close the ray (if any)
d press ENTER to conlinue

Your new Linux Mint system starts. Log in to the desktop with the username and password you
provided during installation:
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Linux Mint 7 Gloria - Main Edition

W

Welcome and thank you for cheosing Linux Mint. We hope
you'll enjoy using it as much as we did making it. Please
make yourself familiar with the new features and the
documentation and don't hesitate to send us your feedback.

Discover Linux Mint 7
| Browse the list of new features
i Read the release notes
i) Download the user guide (PDF)

Find help
g Visit the forums

i Connect to the chat room

Contribute to Linux Mint
¥ Become a sponsor
7 Make a donation
¥ Get involved

| Show this dialog at startup

W veru B = "B Welcome to Linux Mint

This is how your new desktop looks:
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Now the base system is ready to be used.

3 Update The System

When you log in for the first time, you will most likely see an open lock icon in the lower right
corner which means that updates for the installed software are available. Open the main menu and
click on the All applications button:
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Type in your password:
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Please enter your password

Password: |meesesssse

mintUpdate tells you which updates are available. Click on Install Updates to install them:

mintWpdate
P of
Sefect All Refresh Irstall Updates

Upgrade  Package Hew versicn Old wersion
Splin 20,040 Tubuntu 3.1 2000 Tubunitud

libghul-mesa To-Oubisrtud. 1 Td-Oubintul
gnome- applets-data 2.26.1-Duburitul 2.20.0-Ouburituud
ey 14111 141-1
gnceTsE-Appdets 2.26.1-0uburiul 2.26.0-0uburitud
libcups2 1.3.8-1Tuburtul 1.3.9-1 Tuburtul

apport-gtlk 1.0-Oubaanitul. 2 1.0-Crubaanbu S

"Deseription | Changelog Wamings | Extra Info

Thene are &6 recommended soffware updabes avaslabie

The updates are being downloaded and installed (this can take a few minutes):
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When the update is complete, click on Close and leave the mintUpdate window:
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The lock icon should now be closed. The system is up-to-date.

4 Flash Player

Linux Mint 7 installs the Macromedia Flash Player by default. To see if the Flash plugin is working,
start Firefox (Applications > Internet > Firefox Web Browser). Then type about:plugins in the

address bar. Firefox will then list all installed plugins, and it should list the Flash Player (version
10.0r22) among them:
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5 NVIDIA/ATI Drivers

If you have an NVIDIA or ATI graphics card and want to use 3D acceleration (e.g. for Compiz-
Fusion), you must install the proprietary NVIDIA or ATI driver. To do this, use the Hardware
Drivers Manager (Applications > Administration > Hardware Drivers):
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6 Inventory Of What We Have So Far

Now let's browse all menus under Applications to see which of our needed applications are already
installed:

Applications
= Computer All applications Favorites o

] Home Folder Al @ Preton ek Bromes
PR
T Ketwark ¥ Accessories

"ﬁ-lnn'
1 Deskiop & Graphics it
5§ Trash | @ Interney | mu—m:-m_-i
| Office E-:m"“”_ﬁ
[rep—" proscen
- Software mansger o+ Admiristration Dot et s ¢ s St Walaararn
7 Package manager " Preferences. : D-‘E-pqt--‘_-l-'h

Filter: |

You should find the following situation ([x] marks an application that is already installed, where [ ]
is an application that is missing):

Graphics:

[x] The GIMP
[ ] F-Spot

[ ] Picasa

Internet:

[x] Firefox

[ ] Opera

[x] Flash Player
[ ] FileZilla

[x] Thunderbird
[ ] Evolution

[ ]aMule

[x] Transmission BitTorrent Client
[ ] Azureus/Vuze
[x] Pidgin

[ ] Skype

[ ] Google Earth
[x] Xchat IRC

Office:
[x] OpenOftice Writer
[x] OpenOftice Calc
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[ ] Adobe Reader
[ ] GnuCash
[ ] Scribus
Sound & Video:
[ ] Amarok
[ ] Audacity
[ ] Banshee
[x] MPlayer
[x] Rhythmbox Music Player
[ ] gtkPod
[ ] XMMS
[ ]dvd::rip
[ ] Kino
[ ] Sound Juicer CD Extractor
[ ] VLC Media Player
[ ] Helix Player
[x] Totem
] Xine
x| Brasero

K3B

Multimedia-Codecs

[
[

[]

[]
Programming:
[ ] KompoZer

[ ] Bluefish

[ ] Quanta Plus

Other:

[ ] VirtualBox

[ ] TrueType fonts

[ ]Java

[x] Read/Write support for NTFS partitions

So some applications are already on the system. NTFS read-/write support is enabled by default on
Linux Mint 7.

7 Install Additional Software

To install additional applications, open the Synaptic Package Manager (Applications >
Administration > Synaptic Package Manager):



= computer
3 Home Folder
T Retwork
i Desktop
5 Trash

In the Synaptic Package Manager, we can install additional software. You can use the Quick search
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All applications Faverites &
Merwark Tosis
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field to find packages:

synaptic Package Manager

i

Amateur Radio (univerie)
Coamamanicaticn
Cormmunication [multiverse
Communication ITI:'SII'II:'I‘E\dJ;
Coamemanication universe) |
Croas Platform [
Cross PMatform (imultiverse!
Cross Maticem (universe) |
Development
Development (maultiverse] |
Development [universe)
Documentation
Do-:weﬂtﬂonimuweﬁé
Docurnentation (urverse) |
Editors |
Editors [multiverse)

¢
Reload  Mark All Upgrades

P e 4
{I-spod J[ | e
15 Fackage Installed Version  Latest Version
143 fspat 0.%,0. 3 luburtub
043 logcheck 1.2.66
| O3 realpath 1.12
42 dpkg-awi 1.0.3
[ 43 amavisd-new 1:2.6.2- Juburibu?

Mo package is selected.

Editors (universs) i_-_~_

—

S
Origin

Custom Filters

Select the following packages for installation (* is a wildcard; e.g. gstreamer0.10* means all

Sgarch Results

Dr.scnp;i:lm

personal phato management application
malls anomalbes in the system logfiles. to the J
Resturn the canonicalized absslute pathname
Gawk scriph to parse fanfibydplog/ {stalus ava
Interface batwesn MTA and vins scannericont

w Synaptic Package Man..

packages that start with gstreamer0.10):
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* f-spot

* picasa

* opera

» filezilla

* evolution

e amule

* azureus

» skype

* googleearth
 acroread

* gnucash

* scribus

e amarok

* audacity

* Dbanshee

* sound-juicer

* gtkpod-aac

* xmms2*

e dvdrip

* kino

e vic*

* mozilla-plugin-vlc
* helix-player

* mozilla-helix-player
* Xine-ui

* Xxine-plugin

* k3b

* normalize-audio
* sOX

* vcdimager

* non-free-codecs
» gstreamer(.10*
* kompozer

* bluefish

* (uanta

* msttcorefonts

* sun-java6* (except sun-java6b-doc)
e virtualbox-2.2

There are also lots of other applications available that you can install as well if you like.

To select a package for installation, click on the checkbox in front of it and select Mark for
Installation from the menu that comes up:
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If a package has a dependency that needs to be satisfied, a window will pop up. Accept the
dependencies by clicking on Mark:

Mark additional required changes? |
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The following changes are required in ceoer o
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= To be installed
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After you've selected the desired packages, click on the Apply button:
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Some packages require that you accept their licenses (for example googleearth):
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The installation continues:
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You might also see some other messages. Click on Forward to continue the installation:
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After all packages have been installed, click on Close:
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| I+ Details

o # Close
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You can leave the Synaptic Package Manager afterwards.

To finish the VirtualBox installation, we must add the user that will run VirtualBox (falko in this
example) to the vboxusers group. Open a terminal (Applications > Accessories > Terminal)...
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... and run:

sudo usermod -G vboxusers -a falko

8 Inventory (II)

Now let's check again what we have so far by browsing the menus again:
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We have now all wanted applications installed:

Graphics:
[x] The GIMP
[x] F-Spot
[x] Picasa

Internet:

[x] Firefox

[x] Opera

[x] Flash Player
[x] FileZilla

[x] Thunderbird
[x] Evolution

[x] aMule

[x] Transmission BitTorrent Client
[x] Azureus/Vuze
[x] Pidgin

[x] Skype

[x] Google Earth
[x] Xchat IRC

Office:

[x] OpenOftice Writer
[x] OpenOftice Calc
[x] Adobe Reader

[x] GnuCash

[x] Scribus

Sound & Video:
[x] Amarok
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[x] Audacity

[x] Banshee

[x] MPlayer

[x] Rhythmbox Music Player
[x] gtkPod

[x] XMMS

[x] dvd::rip

[x] Kino

[x] Sound Juicer CD Extractor
[x] VLC Media Player

[x] Helix Player

[x] Totem

[x] Xine

[x] Brasero

[x] K3B

[x] Multimedia-Codecs

Programming:
[x] KompoZer
[x] Bluefish

[x] Quanta Plus

Other:

[x] VirtualBox

[x] TrueType fonts

[x] Java

[x] Read/Write support for NTFS partitions

Microsoft's TrueType fonts are now installed, you can check that for example by opening the
OpenOftice Writer. Take a look at the available fonts, and you should find fonts such as Arial,
Times New Roman, Verdana, etc.:
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Pagelil Default Ereglsh US4} INSET  5TD o o 1:- © (100w
[The Perfect Desktop B Untithed 1 - OpenOffice... i G Thu »
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9 Links
* Linux Mint: http://www.linuxmint.com


http://www.linuxmint.com/
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